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September 24, 2017      Psalm 78 

 

1 O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. 2 I will open my mouth in parables, I 

will utter hidden things, things from of old— 3 what we have heard and known, what our fathers have 

told us. 4  We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy 

deeds of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. 5 He decreed statutes for Jacob and 

established the law in Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, 6 so the next 

generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. 

7 Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 8 

They would not be like their forefathers— a stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not 

loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him.  

 

One of my favorite movies is National Treasure.  Nicholas Cage, acting as Ben Gates, receives a map from his 

forefather that has secret clues in it which lead to a hidden treasure.  It is full of action and intrigue.  While his 

own father thinks that Ben is foolish for believing there is a hidden treasure, Ben goes forward in a desperate 

search for the treasure, following clue after clue until they finally find it hidden in the undergrounds of New 

York, if I remember correctly.    

 

In today’s text the Psalms speaks of parables and hidden things, things from of old.  He makes the Bible sound 

almost cryptic, like following a treasure map.  And in some ways it is.  Many Jews know the Old Testament 

very well.  They have it memorized word for word in the original Hebrew.  But even while they study the Word 

they miss the treasure hidden within, and that is Jesus.  They don’t believe that He fulfilled the Old Testament 

prophecies about Him as the Messiah.  If you don’t see Jesus as the center of it and the salvation offered herein, 

you can read the Bible all you want but you will never get the treasure therein.  

 

This is true of people who have the whole Bible as well and know about Jesus.  He is kind of hidden from what 

you would expect of God or a Savior.  The Bible puts God in a manger, being born of a virgin.  It puts God on a 

cross, suffering and dying for the sins of the world.  It has God getting weak and tired and sleeping.  Even 

God’s way of saving us are somewhat hidden.  The Bible offers the Holy Spirit to quietly come swimming into 

the soul through the waters of baptism.  It gives the body and blood of Jesus under the bread and wine, and 

offers forgiveness of sins through the process.  Hidden things, all revealed in Jesus.  He is the key to the treasure 

map of heaven, hidden and yet revealed clearly in these words.  The Holy Spirit has revealed this to us.  

 

Our Hidden Treasure 

 

It is amazing to hear about the praiseworthy things that God has done throughout the Bible.  He created the 

world in six days.  He destroyed the earth with a mighty flood but rescued Noah and his family.  He called 

Abraham and rescued the Israelites from slavery with ten mighty plagues.  He sent His Son to die for the sins of 

the world.  Jesus raised the dead, walked on water, stilled storms, died on the cross and rose three days later in 

order to save the world.  He sent His Holy Spirit on Pentecost to convert people so that they could see and know 

and believe that Jesus is God in the flesh, their Savior.  These are praiseworthy things worth talking about and 

praising God for.  He feeds and cares for us and forgives us daily.  These are things worthy of singing about, 

studying and talking about in Bible classes. 
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The role of Christian education is to make sure our children know who they are and who their God is.  I was 

recently talking with a young lady about whether she went to church.  She gave me the typical American 

answer.  “I’m spiritual.  I believe in a higher power.”  She had no clue about who God really was or what He 

actually did, and I don’t really think she wanted to know.   She wanted to just believe in a bland flavorless god 

who more or less just stayed out of her business.  That’s the kind of god you and your children will end up with 

when you don’t come to Sunday School, read your Bibles, or go to a Christian Day school.  You will get the 

generic bland god who just pats everyone on the head and says, “You’re a nice boy.”  This god has no history.  

He offers nothing to really trust in.  In reality, it is a fake god and it saves no one.  The God as revealed in the 

Bible has a proven history so that we can actually know who He is and what He has done.  Christian education 

uses this Bible history so that children can know exactly who THEY are - sinners who have fallen from grace 

and need to be saved, and who God is - the God who took on flesh to save them.   

 

Psalm 78 talks about the responsibility we have as Christian parents to make sure that we reveal the hidden 

things of God in the Bible to them.  He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which 

he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, so the next generation would know them, even the 

children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children.  The Psalmist specifically mentions in 

these verses not only the wonders and the power of God, but also His statutes and law.  We have specific 

guidelines as revealed in the Ten Commandments and throughout the Bible.  God wants you to teach your 

children well, so well that they also will then teach their children the Word of God and put it as a priority that 

their children are churched and well informed in what the Bible says.  How have you done?  

 

If I asked you today to recite the Ten Commandments, could you do it? 

If I asked you to tell me what the books of the Bible were in order, could you? 

If I asked you what the six chief parts of the Catechism are, would you have any clue?  

 

When Martin Luther was asked to visit the churches in Saxony, he found the people to be woefully ignorant of 

the very basics of the Bible.  This was one reason he wrote the Small Catechism, so that people would have a 

simple and easy way to remember God’s Words and works and wonders!  He was angry at the people and the 

pastors as he wrote,  

The deplorable, miserable condition which I discovered lately when I . . . was a visitor, has forced and 

urged me to prepare this Catechism, or Christian doctrine, in this small, plain, simple form. Mercy! what 

manifold misery I beheld! The common people, especially in the villages, have no knowledge whatever 

of Christian doctrine, and many pastors are altogether incapable and incompetent to teach so much so, 

that one is ashamed to speak of it. Nevertheless, all maintain that they are Christians, have been baptized 

and receive the holy Sacraments. Yet they do not understand and cannot even recite either the Lord's 

Prayer, or the Creed, or the Ten Commandments; they live like dumb brutes and irrational hogs; and yet, 

now that the Gospel has come, they have nicely learned to abuse all liberty like experts. 

 

Therefore I entreat you all for God's sake, my dear sirs and brethren, who are pastors or preachers, to 

devote yourselves heartily to your office, to have pity on the people who are entrusted to you, and to 

help us inculcate the Catechism upon the people, and especially upon the young. . . .  

 

But those who are unwilling to learn it should be told that they deny Christ and are no Christians, neither 

should they be admitted to the Sacrament, accepted as sponsors at baptism, nor exercise any part of 
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Christian liberty, but should simply be turned back to the Pope and his officials, yea, to the devil 

himself. Moreover, their parents and employers should refuse them food and drink, and [they would also 

do well if they were to] notify them that the prince will drive such rude people from the country. 

Now, obviously, Luther had a sharp way with his tongue and he sometimes had some pretty harsh ideas on how 

to punish people.  But the point I’m making is that he felt it a great sin for parents and pastors to neglect their 

duties to teach the Word of God.  This was what God wanted for His people - to know the Word of God well.   

 

It is one thing to see your children and grandchildren straying while you are praying for them and being a good 

example.  It is another thing when YOU are partly the cause of their behavior.  I think of grandparents who 

know their grandchildren are not baptized, and they say absolutely nothing to their children about it.   I see it in 

parents who came to church nominally, maybe once a month.  What happens to their children?  They come but 

twice a year.  Is this any surprise?  Is this what God had in mind?  What else can we say but to repent?   

 

Think about the parents who are so eager and willing to get their children to every sporting event and practice 

and make it to every game.  Yet when the church offers a twice a month Bible study for their teens or weekly 

Sunday School for free of charge, well that’s just too much work.  Full time Christian education?  That costs too 

much.  I can’t afford it.  But you can afford new uniforms and sports leagues?  One league can cost anywhere 

from 500 to 1000 dollars.  That’s about what it costs for a whole year of education in grade school.  And you 

can’t afford it?  Or you won’t?  And if you say you will come to Sunday School and read the Bible at home, do 

you do that?  Is there room to repent?  Of course!   

 

When you make it a point to teach your children God’s Word, the Holy Spirit usually brings good results.  God 

blesses these studies.   

7 Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his 

commands. 8 They would not be like their forefathers— a stubborn and rebellious generation, 

whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him.  

Notice the words the Psalmist uses.  Loyalty.  Faithfulness.  When your children study how God faithfully kept 

His promises with the Israelites, even though they abandoned Him, it shows you how FAITHFUL God is.  

When you see Jesus go to the cross even though His own people rejected HIm and His own disciples tried to 

talk Him out of it, you see a God who was faithful to His calling and His purpose.  God is faithful to His 

promises and His people.  As children get to know this history, they find a God who can be relied upon and 

prayed to.  You train them in their early years to pray to this God and turn to Him in times of trouble and sin.  

They find relief as they go through pain and they listen to God’s promises of forgiveness and mercy.  They find 

strength.  They become established.  They in turn become faithful and loyal to Him.   

 

If children do not have this education, they begin to think God is only here to make them happy and serve them 

whenever they have time.  They don’t want God telling them what to do or when to do it.  These are the kinds 

of followers who will only follow God through the valley of sunshine and roses and lollipops, not the valley of 

death.  And because life is rarely full of sunshine and lollipops, many fall away.   

 

There are such great benefits to raising your children to know the true God.  Permit me a personal reflection.  

Just recently my son was in the hospital with afib at 16 years old. It’s kind of scary seeing your child in the ER 

with heart problems.  My daughter was hit by a semi on the first day she was driving alone.  Seeing her with a 

neck brace on, it was a scary thing.  But we had God’s promises throughout it all, and we still have God’s 
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promises.  He promises me that their sins are paid for and that through baptism they are God’s children.  He 

promises me that heaven is theirs through faith in Jesus Christ.   What would I have been like without such 

promises, had I not known that they would be in heaven?  What would they have been like without them?  

There is still fear, but it is conquered by God’s promises that He works all things out for good.  God’s Word 

calms the fears when He reminds me of His loving and gracious power and promises salvation in Christ.   

 

Think too of the blessings for our children when they learn how to live a Christian life.  When they are taught to 

cling to the Lord’s Supper for forgiveness from their sins, what a blessing for them!  What a blessing for you 

too!  When they learn how to treat their bodies in light of God’s Word, what a blessing not to go rushing into 

immoral relationships and risk sexual diseases.  What a blessing for them to not have to fear imprisonment 

when they know not to steal.  What a blessing to know good influences from bad so that they can hopefully 

keep from drug abuse and many other problems.  This all comes from the Word of God, so that they can be 

strong and confident in Christ.   Don’t we want this treasure for ourselves and our children? 

 

National Treasure had a sequel.  In it, a missing page from John Wilkes Boothe was supposedly found, which 

implicated Ben Gates’ great great grandfather in the murder of Lincoln.  Immediately Ben Gates went to work 

to try and exonerate his forefather so that their family would not be besmirched.  He didn’t want his forefather 

to be remembered that way from a false interpretation of a piece of paper.   

 

It would appear that the devil uses a similar tactic when it comes to the Bible.  God has written His Word so that 

we can know and find treasure in what Jesus has done for us.  Bible critics like Bart Ehrman want you to think 

that the Bible is full of contradictions and errors so that you can’t really know what it says.  Others say that it 

was written by a bunch of misogynistic bigots who only wanted to repress women.  Still other attacks come 

from the outside which try to use Science as a rule over which the Bible cannot possibly be true.    

 

If our children simply have no clue what the Bible says they will be susceptible to these attacks.  They will have 

no foundation for their faith.  Psalm 78 starts out with the plea, O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the 

words of my mouth.   Within these words you will find the the hidden treasures - the secret to eternity and 

happiness.  You will find the secret to contentment and hope and joy and salvation.  You will find forgiveness 

and mercy from God - revealed in Jesus Christ crucified and risen from the dead.   

 

Ben Gates and his family were thought of as crazy in the movie for seeking a hidden treasure that no one 

thought existed.  We too may be thought of as crazy for spending our time and money on educating our children 

about Jesus and His Word, a treasure that many think don’t exist.  Do not let their doubts and mockery keep you 

from seeking Christ and knowing Him well.  The rewards that we receive from Christian Education, when we 

receive great blessings in Christ make it well worth the effort.  He is our Greatest Treasure, hidden from the 

hearts of many, but revealed to us through the Word.  Amen.   


